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GIVE ME LIBERTY OR GIVE ME DEATH 
Patrick Henry, March 23, 1775. 

No man thinks more highly than I do of the patriotism, as well as abilities, of the 
very worthy gentlemen who have just addressed the House. But different men often 
see the same subject in different lights; and, therefore, I hope it will not be thought 
disrespectful to those gentlemen if, entertaining as I do opinions of a character very 
opposite to theirs, I shall speak forth my sentiments freely and without reserve. 
This is no time for ceremony. The questing before the House is one of awful 
moment to this country. For my own part, I consider it as nothing less than a 
question of freedom or slavery; and in proportion to the magnitude of the subject 
ought to be the freedom of the debate. It is only in this way that we can hope to 
arrive at truth, and fulfill the great responsibility which we hold to God and our 
country. Should I keep back my opinions at such a time, through fear of giving 
offense, I should consider myself as guilty of treason towards my country, and of 
an act of disloyalty toward the Majesty of Heaven, which I revere above all earthly 
kings.  

Mr. President, it is natural to man to indulge in the illusions of hope. We are apt to 
shut our eyes against a painful truth, and listen to the song of that siren till she 
transforms us into beasts. Is this the part of wise men, engaged in a great and 
arduous struggle for liberty? Are we disposed to be of the number of those who, 
having eyes, see not, and, having ears, hear not, the things which so nearly 
concern their temporal salvation? For my part, whatever anguish of spirit it may 
cost, I am willing to know the whole truth; to know the worst, and to provide for it.  

I have but one lamp by which my feet are guided, and that is the lamp of exper-
ience. I know of no way of judging of the future but by the past. And judging by the 
past, I wish to know what there has been in the conduct of the British ministry for 
the last ten years to justify those hopes with which gentlemen have been pleased to 
solace themselves and the House. Is it that insidious smile with which our petition 
has been lately received? Trust it not, sir; it will prove a snare to your feet. Suffer 
not yourselves to be betrayed with a kiss. Ask yourselves how this gracious recep-
tion of our petition comports with those warlike preparations which cover our 
waters and darken our land. Are fleets and armies necessary to a work of love and 
reconciliation? Have we shown ourselves so unwilling to be reconciled that force 
must be called in to win back our love? Let us not deceive ourselves, sir. These are 
the implements of war and subjugation; the last arguments to which kings resort. I 
ask gentlemen, sir, what means this martial array, if its purpose be not to force us 
to submission? Can gentlemen assign any other possible motive for it? Has Great 
Britain any enemy, in this quarter of the world, to call for all this accumulation of 
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navies and armies? No, sir, she has none. They are meant for us: they can be 
meant for no other. They are sent over to bind and rivet upon us those chains 
which the British ministry have been so long forging. And what have we to oppose 
to them? Shall we try argument? Sir, we have been trying that for the last ten 
years. Have we anything new to offer upon the subject? Nothing. We have held the 
subject up in every light of which it is capable; but it has been all in vain. Shall we 
resort to entreaty and humble supplication? What terms shall we find which have 
not been already exhausted? Let us not, I beseech you, sir, deceive ourselves. Sir, 
we have done everything that could be done to avert the storm which is now 
coming on. We have petitioned; we have remonstrated; we have supplicated; we 
have prostrated ourselves before the throne, and have implored its interposition to 
arrest the tyrannical hands of the ministry and Parliament. Our petitions have 
been slighted; our remonstrances have produced additional violence and insult; 
our supplications have been disregarded; and we have been spurned, with con-
tempt, from the foot of the throne! In vain, after these things, may we indulge the 
fond hope of peace and reconciliation. There is no longer any room for hope. If we 
wish to be free-- if we mean to preserve inviolate those inestimable privileges for 
which we have been so long contending--if we mean not basely to abandon the 
noble struggle in which we have been so long engaged, and which we have pledged 
ourselves never to abandon until the glorious object of our contest shall be 
obtained--we must fight! I repeat it, sir, we must fight! An appeal to arms and to 
the God of hosts is all that is left us!  

They tell us, sir, that we are weak; unable to cope with so formidable an adversary. 
But when shall we be stronger? Will it be the next week, or the next year? Will it be 
when we are totally disarmed, and when a British guard shall be stationed in every 
house? Shall we gather strength by irresolution and inaction? Shall we acquire the 
means of effectual resistance by lying supinely on our backs and hugging the delu-
sive phantom of hope, until our enemies shall have bound us hand and foot? Sir, 
we are not weak if we make a proper use of those means which the God of nature 
hath placed in our power. The millions of people, armed in the holy cause of 
liberty, and in such a country as that which we possess, are invincible by any force 
which our enemy can send against us. Besides, sir, we shall not fight our battles 
alone. There is a just God who presides over the destinies of nations, and who will 
raise up friends to fight our battles for us. The battle, sir, is not to the strong alone; 
it is to the vigilant, the active, the brave. Besides, sir, we have no election. If we 
were base enough to desire it, it is now too late to retire from the contest. There is 
no retreat but in submission and slavery! Our chains are forged! Their clanking 
may be heard on the plains of Boston! The war is inevitable--and let it come! I 
repeat it, sir, let it come.  
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It is in vain, sir, to extenuate the matter. Gentlemen may cry, Peace, Peace-- but 
there is no peace. The war is actually begun! The next gale that sweeps from the 
north will bring to our ears the clash of resounding arms! Our brethren are already 
in the field! Why stand we here idle? What is it that gentlemen wish? What would 
they have? Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of 
chains and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty God! I know not what course others may 
take; but as for me, give me liberty or give me death!  
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THE OLIVE BRANCH PETITION 
July 8, 1775 

 

To the King’s Most Excellent Majesty. 

MOST GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN: We, your Majesty’s faithful subjects of the Colo-
nies of New-Hampshire, Massachusetts-Bay, Rhode-Island, New-Jersey, Pennsyl-
vania, the Counties of Newcastle, Kent, and Sussex, on Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, North Carolina, and South Carolina, in behalf of ourselves and the 
inhabitants of these Colonies, who have deputed us to represent them in General 
Congress, entreat your Majesty’s gracious attention to this our humble petition. 

The union between our Mother Country and these Colonies, and the energy of mild 
and just Government, produce benefits so remarkably important, and afforded 
such an assurance of their permanency and increase, that the wonder and envy of 
other nations were excited, while they beheld Great Britain rising to a power the 
most extra-ordinary the world had ever known. 

Her rivals, observing that there was no probability of this happy connexion being 
broken by civil dissensions, and apprehending its future effects if left any longer 
undisturbed, resolved to prevent her receiving such continual and formidable 
accessions of wealth and strength, by checking the growth of those settlements 
from which they were to be derived. 

In the prosecution of this attempt, events so unfavourable to the design took place, 
that every friend to the interests of Great Britain and these Colonies, entertained 
pleasing and reasonable expectations of seeing an additional force and exertion 
immediately given to the operations of the union hitherto experienced, by an 
enlargement of the dominions of the Crown, and the removal of ancient and warlike 
enemies to a greater distance. 

At the conclusion, therefore, of the late war, the most glorious and advantageous 
that ever had been carried on by British arms, your loyal Colonists having 
contributed to its success by such repeated and strenuous exertions as frequently 
procured them the distinguished approbation of your Majesty, of the late King, and 
of Parliament, doubted not but that they should be permitted, with the rest of the 
Empire, to share in the blessings of peace, and the emoluments of victory and 
conquest. 

While these recent and honourable acknowledgements of their merits remained on 
record in the Journals and acts of that august Legislature, the Parliament, unde-
aced by the imputation or even the suspicion of any offence, they were alarmed by 
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a new system of statutes and regulations adopted for the administration of the 
Colonies, that filled their minds with the most painful fears and jealousies; and, to 
their inexpressible astonishment, perceived the danger of a foreign quarrel quickly 
succeeded by domestick danger, in their judgment of a more dreadful kind. 

Nor were these anxieties alleviated by any tendency in this system to promote the 
welfare of their Mother Country. For though its effects were more immediately felt 
by them, yet its influence appeared to be injurious to the commerce and prosperity 
of Great Britain. 

We shall decline the ungrateful task of describing the irksome variety of artifices 
practised by many of your Majesty’s Ministers, the delusive pretences, fruitless 
terrours, and unavailing severities, that have, from time to time, been dealt out by 
them, in their attempts to execute this impolitick plan, or of tracing through a 
series of years past the progress of the unhappy differences between Great Britain 
and these Colonies, that have flowed from this fatal source. 

Your Majesty’s Ministers, persevering in their measures, and proceeding to open 
hostilities for enforcing them, have compelled us to arm in our own defence, and 
have engaged us in a controversy so peculiarly abhorrent to the affections of your 
still faithful Colonists, that when we consider whom we must oppose in this 
contest, and if it continues, what may be the consequences, our own particular 
misfortunes are accounted by us only as parts of our distress. 

Knowing to what violent resentments and incurable animosities civil discords are 
apt to exasperate and inflame the contending parties, we think ourselves required 
by indispensable obligations to Almighty God, to your Majesty, to our fellow-
subjects, and to ourselves, immediately to use all the means in our power, not 
incompatible with our safety, for stopping the further effusion of blood, and for 
averting the impending calamities that threaten the British Empire. 

Thus called upon to address your Majesty on affairs of such moment to America, 
and probably to all your Dominions, we are earnestly desirous of performing this 
office with the utmost deference for your Majesty; and we therefore pray, that your 
Majesty’s royal magnanimity and benevolence may make the most favourable 
constructions of our expressions on so uncommon an occasion. Could we repre-
sent in their full force the sentiments that agitate the minds of us your dutiful 
subjects, we are persuaded your Majesty would ascribe any seeming deviation from 
reverence in our language, and even in our conduct, not to any reprehensible 
intention, but to the impossibility of reconciling the usual appearance of respect 
with a just attention to our own preservation against those artful and cruel 
enemies who abuse your royal confidence and authority, for the purpose of 
effecting our destruction. 
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Attached to your Majesty’s person, family, and Government, with all devotion that 
principle and affection can inspire; connected with Great Britain by the strongest 
ties that can unite societies, and deploring every event that tends in any degree to 
weaken them, we solemnly assure your Majesty, that we not only most ardently 
desire the former harmony between her and these Colonies may be restored, but 
that a concord may be established between them upon so firm a basis as to 
perpetuate its blessings, uninterrupted by any future dissensions, to succeeding 
generations in both countries, and to transmit your Majesty’s name to posterity, 
adorned with that signal and lasting glory that has attended the memory of those 
illustrious personages, whose virtues and abilities have extricated states from 
dangerous convulsions, and by securing the happiness to others, have erected the 
most noble and durable monuments to their own fame. 

We beg further leave to assure your Majesty, that notwithstanding the sufferings of 
your loyal Colonists during the course of this present controversy, our breasts 
retain too tender a regard for the kingdom from which we derive our origin, to 
request such a reconciliation as might, in any manner, be inconsistent with her 
dignity or welfare. These, related as we are to her, honour and duty, as well as 
inclination, induce us to support and advance; and the apprehensions that now 
oppress our hearts with unspeakable grief, being once removed, your Majesty will 
find our faithful subject on this Continent ready and willing at all times, as they 
have ever been with their lives and fortunes, to assert and maintain the rights and 
interests of your Majesty, and of our Mother Country. 

We therefore beseech your Majesty, that your royal authority and influence may be 
graciously interposed to procure us relief from our afflicting fears and jealousies, 
occasioned by the system before-mentioned, and to settle peace through every part 
of our Dominions, with all humility submitting to your Majesty’s wise consider-
ation, whether it may not be expedient, for facilitating those important purposes, 
that your Majesty be pleased to direct some mode, by which the united applica-
tions of your faithful Colonists to the Throne, in pursuance of their common coun-
sels, may be improved into a happy and permanent reconciliation; and that, in the 
mean time, measures may be taken for preventing the further destruction of the 
lives of your Majesty’s subjects; and that such statutes as more immediately 
distress any of your Majesty’s Colonies may be repealed. 

For such arrangements as your Majesty’s wisdom can form for collecting the united 
sense of your American people, we are convinced your Majesty would receive such 
satisfactory proofs of the disposition of the Colonists towards their Sovereign and 
Parent State, that the wished for opportunity would soon be restored to them, of 
evincing the sincerity of their professions, by every testimony of devotion becoming 
the most dutiful subjects, and the most affectionate Colonists. 
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That your Majesty may enjoy long and prosperous reign, and that your 
descendants may govern your Dominions with honour to themselves and 
happiness to their subjects, is our sincere prayer. 

 

New-Hampshire: John Hancock, John Langdon, Thomas Cushing 

Massachusetts: Samuel Adams, John Adams, Robert Treat Paine 

Rhode-Island: Stephen Hopkins, Samuel Ward, Eliphalet Dyer 

Connecticut: Roger Sherman, Silas Deane 

New-York: Philip Livingston, James Duane, John Alsop, Francis Lewis, John Jay, 
Robert Livingston, Jr., Lewis Morris, William Floyd, Henry Wisner,  

New-Jersey: William Livingston, John De Hart, Richard Smith 

Pennsylvania: John Dickinson, Benjamin Franklin, George Ross, James Wilson, 
Charles Humphreys, Edward Biddle,  

Delaware Counties: Caesar Rodney Thomas Mckean, George Read 

Maryland: Matthew Tilghman, Thomas Johnson, Jr., William Paca, Samuel Chase, 
Thomas Stone 

Virginia: Patrick Henry, Jr., Richard Henry Lee, Edmund Pendleton, Benjamin 
Harrison, Thomas Jefferson 

North-Carolina: William Hooper, Joseph Hewes 

South-Carolina: Henry Middleton, Thomas Lynch, Christopher Gadsden, John 
Rutledge, Edward Rutledge 
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PROCLAMATION, BY THE KING, FOR SUPPRESSING 
REBELLION AND SEDITION 

King George III 
August 23, 1775 

Whereas many of our subjects in divers parts of our Colonies and Plantations in 
North America, misled by dangerous and ill designing men, and forgetting the alle-
giance which they owe to the power that has protected and supported them; after 
various disorderly acts committed in disturbance of the publick peace, to the ob-
struction of lawful commerce, and to the oppression of our loyal subjects carrying 
on the same; have at length proceeded to open and avowed rebellion, by arraying 
themselves in a hostile manner, to withstand the execution of the law, and traitor-
ously preparing, ordering and levying war against us: And whereas, there is reason 
to apprehend that such rebellion hath been much promoted and encouraged by the 
traitorous correspondence, counsels and comfort of divers wicked and desperate 
persons within this Realm: To the end therefore, that none of our subjects may 
neglect or violate their duty through ignorance thereof, or through any doubt of the 
protection which the law will afford to their loyalty and zeal, we have thought fit, by 
and with the advice of our Privy Council, to issue our Royal Proclamation, hereby 
declaring, that not only all our Officers, civil and military, are obliged to exert their 
utmost endeavours to suppress such rebellion, and to bring the traitors to justice, 
but that all our subjects of this Realm, and the dominions thereunto belonging, are 
bound by law to be aiding and assisting in the suppression of such rebellion, and 
to disclose and make known all traitorous conspiracies and attempts against us, 
our crown and dignity; and we do accordingly strictly charge and command all our 
Officers, as well civil as military, and all others our obedient and loyal subjects, to 
use their utmost endeavours to withstand and suppress such rebellion, and to 
disclose and make known all treasons and traitorous conspiracies which they shall 
know to be against us, our crown and dignity; and for that purpose, that they 
transmit to one of our principal Secretaries of State, or other proper officer, due 
and full information of all persons who shall be found carrying on correspondence 
with, or in any manner or degree aiding or abetting the persons now in open arms 
and rebellion against our Government, within any of our Colonies and Plantations 
in North America, in order to bring to condign punishment the authors, 
perpetrators, and abetters of such traitorous designs.  

Given at our Court at St. James’s the twenty-third day of August, one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-five, in the fifteenth year of our reign.  

GOD save the KING.  
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DECLARATION OF THE CAUSES AND NECESSITY OF 
TAKING UP ARMS 

July 6, 1775 
 

A declaration by the representatives of the united colonies of North America, now 
met in Congress at Philadelphia, setting forth the causes and necessity of their 
taking up arms.  

If it was possible for men, who exercise their reason to believe, that the divine 
Author of our existence intended a part of the human race to hold an absolute 
property in, and an unbounded power over others, marked out by his infinite 
goodness and wisdom, as the objects of a legal domination never rightfully 
resistible, however severe and oppressive, the inhabitants of these colonies might 
at least require from the parliament of Great- Britain some evidence, that this 
dreadful authority over them, has been granted to that body. But a reverance for 
our Creator, principles of humanity, and the dictates of common sense, must 
convince all those who reflect upon the subject, that government was instituted to 
promote the welfare of mankind, and ought to be administered for the attainment 
of that end. The legislature of Great-Britain, however, stimulated by an inordinate 
passion for a power not only unjustifiable, but which they know to be peculiarly 
reprobated by the very constitution of that kingdom, and desparate of success in 
any mode of contest, where regard should be had to truth, law, or right, have at 
length, deserting those, attempted to effect their cruel and impolitic purpose of 
enslaving these colonies by violence, and have thereby rendered it necessary for us 
to close with their last appeal from reason to arms. Yet, however blinded that 
assembly may be, by their intemperate rage for unlimited domination, so to sight 
justice and the opinion of mankind, we esteem ourselves bound by obligations of 
respect to the rest of the world, to make known the justice of our cause. Our 
forefathers, inhabitants of the island of Great-Britain, left their native land, to seek 
on these shores a residence for civil and religious freedom. At the expense of their 
blood, at the hazard of their fortunes, without the least charge to the country from 
which they removed, by unceasing labour, and an unconquerable spirit, they 
effected settlements in the distant and unhospitable wilds of America, then filled 
with numerous and warlike barbarians. — Societies or governments, vested with 
perfect legislatures, were formed under charters from the crown, and an harmon-
ious intercourse was established between the colonies and the kingdom from which 
they derived their origin. The mutual benefits of this union became in a short time 
so extraordinary, as to excite astonishment. It is universally confessed, that the 
amazing increase of the wealth, strength, and navigation of the realm, arose from 
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this source; and the minister, who so wisely and successfully directed the 
measures of Great-Britain in the late war, publicly declared, that these colonies 
enabled her to triumph over her enemies. —Towards the conclusion of that war, it 
pleased our sovereign to make a change in his counsels. — From that fatal 
movement, the affairs of the British empire began to fall into confusion, and 
gradually sliding from the summit of glorious prosperity, to which they had been 
advanced by the virtues and abilities of one man, are at length distracted by the 
convulsions, that now shake it to its deepest foundations. — The new ministry 
finding the brave foes of Britain, though frequently defeated, yet still contending, 
took up the unfortunate idea of granting them a hasty peace, and then subduing 
her faithful friends.  

These colonies were judged to be in such a state, as to present victories without 
bloodshed, and all the easy emoluments of statuteable plunder. — The uninter-
rupted tenor of their peaceable and respectful behaviour from the beginning of 
colonization, their dutiful, zealous, and useful services during the war, though so 
recently and amply acknowledged in the most honourable manner by his majesty, 
by the late king, and by parliament, could not save them from the meditated 
innovations. — Parliament was influenced to adopt the pernicious project, and 
assuming a new power over them, have in the course of eleven years, given such 
decisive specimens of the spirit and consequences attending this power, as to leave 
no doubt concerning the effects of acquiescence under it. They have undertaken to 
give and grant our money without our consent, though we have ever exercised an 
exclusive right to dispose of our own property; statutes have been passed for 
extending the jurisdiction of courts of admiralty and vice-admiralty beyond their 
ancient limits; for depriving us of the accustomed and inestimable privilege of trial 
by jury, in cases affecting both life and property; for suspending the legislature of 
one of the colonies; for interdicting all commerce to the capital of another; and for 
altering fundamentally the form of government established by charter, and secured 
by acts of its own legislature solemnly confirmed by the crown; for exempting the 
"murderers" of colonists from legal trial, and in effect, from punishment; for 
erecting in a neighbouring province, acquired by the joint arms of Great-Britain 
and America, a despotism dangerous to our very existence; and for quartering 
soldiers upon the colonists in time of profound peace. It has also been resolved in 
parliament, that colonists charged with committing certain offences, shall be trans-
ported to England to be tried. But why should we enumerate our injuries in detail? 
By one statute it is declared, that parliament can "of right make laws to bind us in 
all cases whatsoever." What is to defend us against so enormous, so unlimited a 
power? Not a single man of those who assume it, is chosen by us; or is subject to 
our control or influence; but, on the contrary, they are all of them exempt from the 
operation of such laws, and an American revenue, if not diverted from the osten-
sible purposes for which it is raised, would actually lighten their own burdens in 
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proportion, as they increase ours. We saw the misery to which such despotism 
would reduce us. We for ten years incessantly and ineffectually besieged the throne 
as supplicants; we reasoned, we remonstrated with parliament, in the most mild 
and decent language.  

Administration sensible that we should regard these oppressive measures as 
freemen ought to do, sent over fleets and armies to enforce them. The indignation 
of the Americans was roused, it is true; but it was the indignation of a virtuous, 
loyal, and affectionate people. A Congress of delegates from the United Colonies 
was assembled at Philadelphia, on the fifth day of last September. We resolved 
again to offer an humble and dutiful petition to the King, and also addressed our 
fellow-subjects of Great-Britain. We have pursued every temperate, every respectful 
measure; we have even proceeded to break off our commercial intercourse with our 
fellow-subjects, as the last peaceable admonition, that our attachment to no nation 
upon earth should supplant our attachment to liberty. — This, we flattered 
ourselves, was the ultimate step of the controversy: but subsequent events have 
shewn, how vain was this hope of finding moderation in our enemies.  

Several threatening expressions against the colonies were inserted in his majesty's 
speech; our petition, tho' we were told it was a decent one, and that his majesty 
had been pleased to receive it graciously, and to promise laying it before his 
parliament, was huddled into both houses among a bundle of American papers, 
and there neglected. The lords and commons in their address, in the month of 
February, said, that "a rebellion at that time actually existed within the province of 
Massachusetts- Bay; and that those concerned with it, had been countenanced 
and encouraged by unlawful combinations and engagements, entered into by his 
majesty's subjects in several of the other colonies; and therefore they besought his 
majesty, that he would take the most effectual measures to inforce due obediance 
to the laws and authority of the supreme legislature." — Soon after, the commercial 
intercourse of whole colonies, with foreign countries, and with each other, was cut 
off by an act of parliament; by another several of them were intirely prohibited from 
the fisheries in the seas near their coasts, on which they always depended for their 
sustenance; and large reinforcements of ships and troops were immediately sent 
over to general Gage.  

Fruitless were all the entreaties, arguments, and eloquence of an illustrious band 
of the most distinguished peers, and commoners, who nobly and strenuously 
asserted the justice of our cause, to stay, or even to mitigate the heedless fury with 
which these accumulated and unexampled outrages were hurried on. — equally 
fruitless was the interference of the city of London, of Bristol, and many other 
respectable towns in our favor. Parliament adopted an insidious manoeuvre 
calculated to divide us, to establish a perpetual auction of taxations where colony 
should bid against colony, all of them uninformed what ransom would redeem their 
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lives; and thus to extort from us, at the point of the bayonet, the unknown sums 
that should be sufficient to gratify, if possible to gratify, ministerial rapacity, with 
the miserable indulgence left to us of raising, in our own mode, the prescribed 
tribute. What terms more rigid and humiliating could have been dictated by 
remorseless victors to conquered enemies? in our circumstances to accept them, 
would be to deserve them.  

Soon after the intelligence of these proceedings arrived on this continent, general 
Gage, who in the course of the last year had taken possession of the town of 
Boston, in the province of Massachusetts-Bay, and still occupied it a garrison, on 
the 19th day of April, sent out from that place a large detachment of his army, who 
made an unprovoked assault on the inhabitants of the said province, at the town of 
Lexington, as appears by the affidavits of a great number of persons, some of whom 
were officers and soldiers of that detachment, murdered eight of the inhabitants, 
and wounded many others. From thence the troops proceeded in warlike array to 
the town of Concord, where they set upon another party of the inhabitants of the 
same province, killing several and wounding more, until compelled to retreat by the 
country people suddenly assembled to repel this cruel aggression. Hostilities, thus 
commenced by the British troops, have been since prosecuted by them without 
regard to faith or reputation. — The inhabitants of Boston being confined within 
that town by the general their governor, and having, in order to procure their 
dismission, entered into a treaty with him, it was stipulated that the said 
inhabitants having deposited their arms with their own magistrate, should have 
liberty to depart, taking with them their other effects. They accordingly delivered 
up their arms, but in open violation of honour, in defiance of the obligation of 
treaties, which even savage nations esteemed sacred, the governor ordered the 
arms deposited as aforesaid, that they might be preserved for their owners, to be 
seized by a body of soldiers; detained the greatest part of the inhabitants in the 
town, and compelled the few who were permitted to retire, to leave their most 
valuable effects behind.  

By this perfidy wives are separated from their husbands, children from their 
parents, the aged and the sick from their relations and friends, who wish to attend 
and comfort them; and those who have been used to live in plenty and even 
elegance, are reduced to deplorable distress.  

The general, further emulating his ministerial masters, by a proclamation bearing 
date on the 12th day of June, after venting the grossest falsehoods and calumnies 
against the good people of these colonies, proceeds to "declare them all, either by 
name or description, to be rebels and traitors, to supercede the course of the 
common law, and instead thereof to publish and order the use and exercise of the 
law martial." — His troops have butchered our countrymen, have wantonly burnt 
Charlestown, besides a considerable number of houses in other places; our ships 
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and vessels are seized; the necessary supplies of provisions are intercepted, and he 
is exerting his utmost power to spread destruction and devastation around him.  

We have rceived certain intelligence, that general Carleton, the governor of Canada, 
is instigating the people of that province and the Indians to fall upon us; and we 
have but too much reason to apprehend, that schemes have been formed to excite 
domestic enemies against us. In brief, a part of these colonies now feel, and all of 
them are sure of feeling, as far as the vengeance of administration can inflict them, 
the complicated calamities of fire, sword and famine. [1] We are reduced to the 
alternative of chusing an unconditional submission to the tyranny of irritated 
ministers, or resistance by force. — The latter is our choice. — We have counted 
the cost of this contest, and find nothing so dreadful as voluntary slavery. — 
Honour, justice, and humanity, forbid us tamely to surrender that freedom which 
we received from our gallant ancestors, and which our innocent posterity have a 
right to receive from us. We cannot endure the infamy and guilt of resigning 
succeeding generations to that wretchedness which inevitably awaits them, if we 
basely entail hereditary bondage upon them.  

Our cause is just. Our union is perfect. Our internal resources are great, and, if 
necessary, foreign assistance is undoubtedly attainable. — We gratefully acknow-
ledge, as signal instances of the Divine favour towards us, that his Providence 
would not permit us to be called into this severe controversy, until we were grown 
up to our present strength, had been previously exercised in warlike operation, and 
possessed of the means of defending ourselves. With hearts fortified with these 
animating reflections, we most solemnly, before God and the world, declare, that, 
exerting the utmost energy of those powers, which our beneficent Creator hath 
graciously bestowed upon us, the arms we have been compelled by our enemies to 
assume, we will, in defiance of every hazard, with unabating firmness and 
perseverence, employ for the preservation of our liberties; being with one mind 
resolved to die freemen rather than to live slaves.  

Lest this declaration should disquiet the minds of our friends and fellow-subjects 
in any part of the empire, we assure them that we mean not to dissolve that union 
which has so long and so happily subsisted between us, and which we sincerely 
wish to see restored. — Necessity has not yet driven us into that desperate 
measure, or induced us to excite any other nation to war against them. — We have 
not raised armies with ambitious designs of separating from Great-Britain, and 
establishing independent states. We fight not for glory or for conquest. We exhibit 
to mankind the remarkable spectacle of a people attacked by unprovoked enemies, 
without any imputation or even suspicion of offence. They boast of their privileges 
and civilization, and yet proffer no milder conditions than servitude or death.  
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In our own native land, in defence of the freedom that is our birthright, and which 
we ever enjoyed till the late violation of it — for the protection of our property, 
acquired solely by the honest industry of our fore-fathers and ourselves, against 
violence actually offered, we have taken up arms. We shall lay them down when 
hostilities shall cease on the part of the aggressors, and all danger of their being 
renewed shall be removed, and not before.  

With an humble confidence in the mercies of the supreme and impartial Judge and 
Ruler of the Universe, we most devoutly implore his divine goodness to protect us 
happily through this great conflict, to dispose our adversaries to reconciliation on 
reasonable terms, and thereby to relieve the empire from the calamities of civil war. 
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DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 
IN CONGRESS, JULY 4, 1776 

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America 

When in the Course of human events it becomes necessary for one people to dis-
solve the political bands which have connected them with another and to assume 
among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of 
Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of 
mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the 
separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. — That to secure these rights, Govern-
ments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the 
governed, — That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these 
ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new 
Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in 
such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. 
Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be 
changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn 
that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable than to right 
themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long 
train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a 
design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, 
to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security. 
— Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the 
necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of Government. The 
history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and 
usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny 
over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world. 

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the 
public good. 

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing import-
ance, unless suspended in their operation till his Assent should be obtained; and 
when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them. 

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of 
people, unless those people would relinquish the right of Representation in the 
Legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only. 
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He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and 
distant from the depository of their Public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing 
them into compliance with his measures. 

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firm-
ness his invasions on the rights of the people. 

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be 
elected, whereby the Legislative Powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to 
the People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the mean time exposed 
to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within. 

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose 
obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to 
encourage their migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new 
Appropriations of Lands. 

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice by refusing his Assent to Laws for 
establishing Judiciary Powers. 

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone for the tenure of their offices, and 
the amount and payment of their salaries. 

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to 
harass our people and eat out their substance. 

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of 
our legislatures. 

He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil 
Power. 

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our 
constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of 
pretended Legislation: 

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us: 

For protecting them, by a mock Trial from punishment for any Murders which 
they should commit on the Inhabitants of these States: 

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world: 

For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent: 

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefit of Trial by Jury: 

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences: 
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For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, 
establishing therein an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries so 
as to render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same 
absolute rule into these Colonies 

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws and altering 
fundamentally the Forms of our Governments: 

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with 
power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever. 

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and 
waging War against us. 

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed 
the lives of our people. 

He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the 
works of death, desolation, and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of 
Cruelty & Perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally 
unworthy the Head of a civilized nation. 

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear 
Arms against their Country, to become the executioners of their friends and 
Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands. 

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring 
on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages whose known rule 
of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions. 

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most 
humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. 
A Prince, whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, 
is unfit to be the ruler of a free people. 

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our British brethren. We have warned 
them from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable 
jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigra-
tion and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and magnanim-
ity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred. to disavow 
these usurpations, which would inevitably interrupt our connections and corre-
spondence. They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. 
We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our Separation, 
and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends. 
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We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General 
Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the 
rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of 
these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these united Colonies are, and 
of Right ought to be Free and Independent States, that they are Absolved from all 
Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and 
the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and 
Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace contract 
Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which 
Independent States may of right do. — And for the support of this Declaration, with 
a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each 
other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor. 

— John Hancock 

New Hampshire: Josiah Bartlett, William Whipple, Matthew Thornton 

Massachusetts: John Hancock, Samuel Adams, John Adams, Robert Treat Paine, 
Elbridge Gerry 

Rhode Island: Stephen Hopkins, William Ellery 

Connecticut: Roger Sherman, Samuel Huntington, William Williams, Oliver Wolcott 

New York: William Floyd, Philip Livingston, Francis Lewis, Lewis Morris 

New Jersey: Richard Stockton, John Witherspoon, Francis Hopkinson, John Hart, 
Abraham Clark 

Pennsylvania: Robert Morris, Benjamin Rush, Benjamin Franklin, John Morton, 
George Clymer, James Smith, George Taylor, James Wilson, George Ross 

Delaware: Caesar Rodney, George Read, Thomas McKean 

Maryland: Samuel Chase, William Paca, Thomas Stone, Charles Carroll of 
Carrollton 

Virginia: George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Harrison, 
Thomas Nelson, Jr., Francis Lightfoot Lee, Carter Braxton 

North Carolina: William Hooper, Joseph Hewes, John Penn 

South Carolina: Edward Rutledge, Thomas Heyward, Jr., Thomas Lynch, Jr., 
Arthur Middleton 

Georgia: Button Gwinnett, Lyman Hall, George Walton
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THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION 
Nov. 15, 1777 

To all to whom these Presents shall come, we the undersigned Delegates of the 
States affixed to our Names send greeting.  

Articles of Confederation and perpetual Union between the states of New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts-bay Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, 
Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 
North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia.  

Article I.  The Stile of this Confederacy shall be "The United States of America".  

Article II.  Each state retains its sovereignty, freedom, and independence, and 
every power, jurisdiction, and right, which is not by this Confederation expressly 
delegated to the United States, in Congress assembled.  

Article III.  The said States hereby severally enter into a firm league of friendship 
with each other, for their common defense, the security of their liberties, and their 
mutual and general welfare, binding themselves to assist each other, against all 
force offered to, or attacks made upon them, or any of them, on account of religion, 
sovereignty, trade, or any other pretense whatever.   

Article IV.  The better to secure and perpetuate mutual friendship and intercourse 
among the people of the different States in this Union, the free inhabitants of each 
of these States, paupers, vagabonds, and fugitives from justice excepted, shall be 
entitled to all privileges and immunities of free citizens in the several States; and 
the people of each State shall free ingress and regress to and from any other State, 
and shall enjoy therein all the privileges of trade and commerce, subject to the 
same duties, impositions, and restrictions as the inhabitants thereof respectively, 
provided that such restrictions shall not extend so far as to prevent the removal of 
property imported into any State, to any other State, of which the owner is an 
inhabitant; provided also that no imposition, duties or restriction shall be laid by 
any State, on the property of the United States, or either of them.  

If any person guilty of, or charged with, treason, felony, or other high misdemeanor 
in any State, shall flee from justice, and be found in any of the United States, he 
shall, upon demand of the Governor or executive power of the State from which he 
fled, be delivered up and removed to the State having jurisdiction of his offense.  

Full faith and credit shall be given in each of these States to the records, acts, and 
judicial proceedings of the courts and magistrates of every other State.  
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Article V.  For the most convenient management of the general interests of the 
United States, delegates shall be annually appointed in such manner as the 
legislatures of each State shall direct, to meet in Congress on the first Monday in 
November, in every year, with a powerreserved to each State to recall its delegates, 
or any of them, at any time within the year, and to send others in their stead for 
the remainder of the year.  

No State shall be represented in Congress by less than two, nor more than seven 
members; and no person shall be capable of being a delegate for more than three 
years in any term of six years; nor shall any person, being a delegate, be capable of 
holding any office under the United States, for which he, or another for his benefit, 
receives any salary, fees or emolument of any kind.  

Each State shall maintain its own delegates in a meeting of the States, and while 
they act as members of the committee of the States.  

In determining questions in the United States in Congress assembled, each State 
shall have one vote.  

Freedom of speech and debate in Congress shall not be impeached or questioned in 
any court or place out of Congress, and the members of Congress shall be 
protected in their persons from arrests or imprisonments, during the time of their 
going to and from, and attendence on Congress, except for treason, felony, or 
breach of the peace.  

Article VI.  No State, without the consent of the United States in Congress 
assembled, shall send any embassy to, or receive any embassy from, or enter into 
any conference, agreement, alliance or treaty with any King, Prince or State; nor 
shall any person holding any office of profit or trust under the United States, or 
any of them, accept any present, emolument, office or title of any kind whatever 
from any King, Prince or foreign State; nor shall the United States in Congress 
assembled, or any of them, grant any title of nobility.  

No two or more States shall enter into any treaty, confederation or alliance 
whatever between them, without the consent of the United States in Congress 
assembled, specifying accurately the purposes for which the same is to be entered 
into, and how long it shall continue.  

No State shall lay any imposts or duties, which may interfere with any stipulations 
in treaties, entered into by the United States in Congress assembled, with any 
King, Prince or State, in pursuance of any treaties already proposed by Congress, 
to the courts of France and Spain.  

No vessel of war shall be kept up in time of peace by any State, except such 
number only, as shall be deemed necessary by the United States in Congress 
assembled, for the defense of such State, or its trade; nor shall any body of forces 
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be kept up by any State in time of peace, except such number only, as in the 
judgement of the United States in Congress assembled, shall be deemed requisite 
to garrison the forts necessary for the defense of such State; but every State shall 
always keep up a well-regulated and disciplined militia, sufficiently armed and 
accoutered, and shall provide and constantly have ready for use, in public stores, a 
due number of filed pieces and tents, and a proper quantity of arms, ammunition 
and camp equipage.  

No State shall engage in any war without the consent of the United States in 
Congress assembled, unless such State be actually invaded by enemies, or shall 
have received certain advice of a resolution being formed by some nation of Indians 
to invade such State, and the danger is so imminent as not to admit of a delay till 
the United States in Congress assembled can be consulted; nor shall any State 
grant commissions to any ships or vessels of war, nor letters of marque or reprisal, 
except it be after a declaration of war by the United States in Congress assembled, 
and then only against the Kingdom or State and the subjects thereof, against 
which war has been so declared, and under such regulations as shall be 
established by the United States in Congress assembled, unless such State be 
infested by pirates, in which case vessels of war may be fitted out for that occasion, 
and kept so long as the danger shall continue, or until the United States in 
Congress assembled shall determine otherwise.  

Article VII.  When land forces are raised by any State for the common defense, all 
officers of or under the rank of colonel, shall be appointed by the legislature of each 
State respectively, by whom such forces shall be raised, or in such manner as such 
State shall direct, and all vacancies shall be filled up by the State which first made 
the appointment.  

Article VIII.  All charges of war, and all other expenses that shall be incurred for 
the common defense or general welfare, and allowed by the United States in 
Congress assembled, shall be defrayed out of a common treasury, which shall be 
supplied by the several States in proportion to the value of all land within each 
State, granted or surveyed for any person, as such land and the buildings and 
improvements thereon shall be estimated according to such mode as the United 
States in Congress assembled, shall from time to time direct and appoint.  

The taxes for paying that proportion shall be laid and levied by the authority and 
direction of the legislatures of the several States within the time agreed upon by 
the United States in Congress assembled.  

Article IX. The United States in Congress assembled, shall have the sole and 
exclusive right and power of determining on peace and war, except in the cases 
mentioned in the sixth article  
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of sending and receiving ambassadors  

entering into treaties and alliances, provided that no treaty of commerce 
shall be made whereby the legislative power of the respective States shall be 
restrained from imposing such imposts and duties on foreigners, as their 
own people are subjected to, or from prohibiting the exportation or 
importation of any species of goods or commodities whatsoever  

of establishing rules for deciding in all cases, what captures on land or 
water shall be legal, and in what manner prizes taken by land or naval 
forces in the service of the United States shall be divided or appropriated  

of granting letters of marque and reprisal in times of peace  

appointing courts for the trial of piracies and felonies commited on the high 
seas and establishing courts for receiving and determining finally appeals in 
all cases of captures, provided that no member of Congress shall be 
appointed a judge of any of the said courts. 

The United States in Congress assembled shall also be the last resort on appeal in 
all disputes and differences now subsisting or that hereafter may arise between two 
or more States concerning boundary, jurisdiction or any other causes whatever; 
which authority shall always be exercised in the manner following. Whenever the 
legislative or executive authority or lawful agent of any State in controversy with 
another shall present a petition to Congress stating the matter in question and 
praying for a hearing, notice thereof shall be given by order of Congress to the 
legislative or executive authority of the other State in controversy, and a day 
assigned for the appearance of the parties by their lawful agents, who shall then be 
directed to appoint by joint consent, commissioners or judges to constitute a court 
for hearing and determining the matter in question: but if they cannot agree, 
Congress shall name three persons out of each of the United States, and from the 
list of such persons each party shall alternately strike out one, the petitioners 
beginning, until the number shall be reduced to thirteen; and from that number 
not less than seven, nor more than nine names as Congress shall direct, shall in 
the presence of Congress be drawn out by lot, and the persons whose names shall 
be so drawn or any five of them, shall be commissioners or judges, to hear and 
finally determine the controversy, so always as a major part of the judges who shall 
hear the cause shall agree in the determination: and if either party shall neglect to 
attend at the day appointed, without showing reasons, which Congress shall judge 
sufficient, or being present shall refuse to strike, the Congress shall proceed to 
nominate three persons out of each State, and the secretary of Congress shall 
strike in behalf of such party absent or refusing; and the judgement and sentence 
of the court to be appointed, in the manner before prescribed, shall be final and 
conclusive; and if any of the parties shall refuse to submit to the authority of such 
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court, or to appear or defend their claim or cause, the court shall nevertheless 
proceed to pronounce sentence, or judgement, which shall in like manner be final 
and decisive, the judgement or sentence and other proceedings being in either case 
transmitted to Congress, and lodged among the acts of Congress for the security of 
the parties concerned: provided that every commissioner, before he sits in judge-
ment, shall take an oath to be administered by one of the judges of the supreme or 
superior court of the State, where the cause shall be tried, 'well and truly to hear 
and determine the matter in question, according to the best of his judgement, 
without favor, affection or hope of reward': provided also, that no State shall be 
deprived of territory for the benefit of the United States.  

All controversies concerning the private right of soil claimed under different grants 
of two or more States, whose jurisdictions as they may respect such lands, and the 
States which passed such grants are adjusted, the said grants or either of them 
being at the same time claimed to have originated antecedent to such settlement of 
jurisdiction, shall on the petition of either party to the Congress of the United 
States, be finally determined as near as may be in the same manner as is before 
presecribed for deciding disputes respecting territorial jurisdiction between 
different States.  

The United States in Congress assembled shall also have the sole and exclusive 
right and power of regulating the alloy and value of coin struck by their own 
authority, or by that of the respective States  

fixing the standards of weights and measures throughout the United States  

regulating the trade and managing all affairs with the Indians, not members 
of any of the States, provided that the legislative right of any State within its 
own limits be not infringed or violated  

establishing or regulating post offices from one State to another, throughout 
all the United States, and exacting such postage on the papers passing 
through the same as may be requisite to defray the expenses of the said 
office  

appointing all officers of the land forces, in the service of the United States, 
excepting regimental officers  

appointing all the officers of the naval forces, and commissioning all officers 
whatever in the service of the United States  

making rules for the government and regulation of the said land and naval 
forces, and directing their operations. 

The United States in Congress assembled shall have authority to appoint a 
committee, to sit in the recess of Congress, to be denominated 'A Committee of the 
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States', and to consist of one delegate from each State; and to appoint such other 
committees and civil officers as may be necessary for managing the general affairs 
of the United States under their direction  

to appoint one of their members to preside, provided that no person be 
allowed to serve in the office of president more than one year in any term of 
three years; to ascertain the necessary sums of money to be raised for the 
service of the United States, and to appropriate and apply the same for 
defraying the public expenses  

to borrow money, or emit bills on the credit of the United States, 
transmitting every half-year to the respective States an account of the sums 
of money so borrowed or emitted 

to build and equip a navy  

to agree upon the number of land forces, and to make requisitions from 
each State for its quota, in proportion to the number of white inhabitants in 
such State; which requisition shall be binding, and thereupon the 
legislature of each State shall appoint the regimental officers, raise the men 
and cloath, arm and equip them in a solid-like manner, at the expense of 
the United States; and the officers and men so cloathed, armed and 
equipped shall march to the place appointed, and within the time agreed on 
by the United States in Congress assembled. But if the United States in 
Congress assembled shall, on consideration of circumstances judge proper 
that any State should not raise men, or should raise a smaller number of 
men than the quota thereof, such extra number shall be raised, officered, 
cloathed, armed and equipped in the same manner as the quota of each 
State, unless the legislature of such State shall judge that such extra 
number cannot be safely spread out in the same, in which case they shall 
raise, officer, cloath, arm and equip as many of such extra number as they 
judeg can be safely spared. And the officers and men so cloathed, armed, 
and equipped, shall march to the place appointed, and within the time 
agreed on by the United States in Congress assembled. 

The United States in Congress assembled shall never engage in a war, nor grant 
letters of marque or reprisal in time of peace, nor enter into any treaties or 
alliances, nor coin money, nor regulate the value thereof, nor ascertain the sums 
and expenses necessary for the defense and welfare of the United States, or any of 
them, nor emit bills, nor borrow money on the credit of the United States, nor 
appropriate money, nor agree upon the number of vessels of war, to be built or 
purchased, or the number of land or sea forces to be raised, nor appoint a 
commander in chief of the army or navy, unless nine States assent to the same: 
nor shall a question on any other point, except for adjourning from day to day be 



ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION 
 

   
  27 

determined, unless by the votes of the majority of the United States in Congress 
assembled.  

The Congress of the United States shall have power to adjourn to any time within 
the year, and to any place within the United States, so that no period of 
adjournment be for a longer duration than the space of six months, and shall 
publish the journal of their proceedings monthly, except such parts thereof relating 
to treaties, alliances or military operations, as in their judgement require secrecy; 
and the yeas and nays of the delegates of each State on any question shall be 
entered on the journal, when it is desired by any delegates of a State, or any of 
them, at his or their request shall be furnished with a transcript of the said 
journal, except such parts as are above excepted, to lay before the legislatures of 
the several States.  

ARTICLE X. The Committee of the States, or any nine of them, shall be authorized 
to execute, in the recess of Congress, such of the powers of Congress as the United 
States in Congress assembled, by the consent of the nine States, shall from time to 
time think expedient to vest them with; provided that no power be delegated to the 
said Committee, for the exercise of which, by the Articles of Confederation, the 
voice of nine States in the Congress of the United States assembled be requisite.  

ARTICLE XI. Canada acceding to this confederation, and adjoining in the 
measures of the United States, shall be admitted into, and entitled to all the 
advantages of this Union; but no other colony shall be admitted into the same, 
unless such admission be agreed to by nine States.  

ARTICLE XII. All bills of credit emitted, monies borrowed, and debts contracted 
by, or under the authority of Congress, before the assembling of the United States, 
in pursuance of the present confederation, shall be deemed and considered as a 
charge against the United States, for payment and satisfaction whereof the said 
United States, and the public faith are hereby solemnly pleged.  

ARTICLE XIII. Every State shall abide by the determination of the United States in 
Congress assembled, on all questions which by this confederation are submitted to 
them. And the Articles of this Confederation shall be inviolably observed by every 
State, and the Union shall be perpetual; nor shall any alteration at any time 
hereafter be made in any of them; unless such alteration be agreed to in a 
Congress of the United States, and be afterwards confirmed by the legislatures of 
every State.  

And Whereas it hath pleased the Great Governor of the World to incline the hearts 
of the legislatures we respectively represent in Congress, to approve of, and to 
authorize us to ratify the said Articles of Confederation and perpetual Union. Know 
Ye that we the undersigned delegates, by virtue of the power and authority to us 
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given for that purpose, do by these presents, in the name and in behalf of our 
respective constituents, fully and entirely ratify and confirm each and every of the 
said Articles of Confederation and perpetual Union, and all and singular the 
matters and things therein contained: And we do further solemnly plight and 
engage the faith of our respective constituents, that they shall abide by the 
determinations of the United States in Congress assembled, on all questions, 
which by the said Confederation are submitted to them. And that the Articles 
thereof shall be inviolably observed by the States we respectively represent, and 
that the Union shall be perpetual.  

In Witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands in Congress. Done at 
Philadelphia in the State of Pennsylvania the ninth day of July in the Year of our 
Lord One Thousand Seven Hundred and Seventy-Eight, and in the Third Year of 
the independence of America.  

Agreed to by Congress 15 November 1777  

In force after ratification by Maryland, 1 March 1781  
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THE CONSTITUTION OF THE  
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, 
establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, 
promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and 
our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of 
America.  

ARTICLE I 
Section 1.  All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the 
United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives.  

Section 2. The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members chosen 
every second Year by the People of the several States, and the Electors in each 
State shall have the Qualifications requisite for Electors of the most numerous 
Branch of the State Legislature.  

No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained to the Age of 
twenty five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the United States, and who 
shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State in which he shall be chosen.  

Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States 
which may be included within this Union, according to their respective Numbers, 
which shall be determined by adding to the whole Number of free Persons, 
includeing those bound to Service for a Term of Years, and excluding Indians not 
taxed, three fifths of all other Persons. The actual Enumeration shall be made 
within three Years after the first Meeting of the Congress of the United States, and 
within every subsequent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law 
direct. The Number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty 
Thousand, but each State shall have at Least one Representative; and until such 
enumeration shall be made, the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to chuse 
three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode-Island and Providence Plantations one, 
Connecticut five, New-York six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, 
Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina five, and Georgia 
three.  

When vacancies happen in the Representation from any State, the Executive 
Authority thereof shall issue Writs of Election to fill such Vacancies.  

The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and other Officers; and 
shall have the sole Power of Impeachment.  
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Section 3. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from 
each State, chosen by the Legislature thereof, for six Years; and each Senator shall 
have one Vote.  

Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of the first Election, 
they shall be divided as equally as may be into three Classes. The Seats of the 
Senators of the first Class shall be vacated at the Expiration of the second Year, of 
the second Class at the Expiration of the fourth Year, and of the third Class at the 
Expiration of the sixth Year, so that one third may be chosen every second Year; 
and if Vacancies happen by Resignation, or otherwise, during the Recess of the 
Legislature of any State, the Executive thereof may make temporary Appointments 
until the next Meeting of the Legislature, which shall then fill such Vacancies.  

No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty Years, 
and been nine Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, when 
elected, be an Inhabitant of that State for which he shall be chosen.  

The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate, but shall 
have no Vote, unless they be equally divided.  

The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and also a President pro tempore, in 
the Absence of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise the Office of President 
of the United States.  

The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments. When sitting for that 
Purpose, they shall be on Oath or Affirmation. When the President of the United 
States is tried, the Chief Justice shall preside: And no Person shall be convicted 
without the Concurrence of two thirds of the Members present.  

Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from 
Office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office of honor, Trust or Profit 
under the United States: but the Party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and 
subject to Indictment, Trial, Judgment and Punishment, according to Law.  

Section 4. The Times, Places and Manner of holding Elections for Senators and 
Representatives, shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature thereof; but 
the Congress may at any time by Law make or alter such Regulations, except as to 
the Places of chusing Senators.  

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such Meeting shall be 
on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by Law appoint a different Day.  

Section 5. Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns and Qualifica-
tions of its own Members, and a Majority of each shall constitute a Quorum to do 
Business; but a smaller Number may adjourn from day to day, and may be 
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authorized to compel the Attendance of absent Members, in such Manner, and 
under such Penalties as each House may provide.  

Each House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings, punish its Members for 
disorderly Behaviour, and, with the Concurrence of two thirds, expel a Member.  

Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and from time to time publish 
the same, excepting such Parts as may in their Judgment require Secrecy; and the 
Yeas and Nays of the Members of either House on any question shall, at the Desire 
of one fifth of those Present, be entered on the Journal.  

Neither House, during the Session of Congress, shall, without the Consent of the 
other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other Place than that in which 
the two Houses shall be sitting.  

Section 6. The Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compensation for their 
Services, to be ascertained by Law, and paid out of the Treasury of the United 
States. They shall in all Cases, except Treason, Felony and Breach of the Peace, 
beprivileged from Arrest during their Attendance at the Session of their respective 
Houses, and in going to and returning from the same; and for any Speech or 
Debate in either House, they shall not be questioned in any other Place.  

No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which he was elected, be 
appointed to any civil Office under the Authority of the United States, which shall 
have been created, or the Emoluments whereof shall have been encreased during 
such time; and no Person holding any Office under the United States, shall be a 
Member of either House during his Continuance in Office.  

Section 7. All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Representa-
tives; but the Senate may propose or concur with Amendments as on other Bills.  

Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the Senate, 
shall, before it become a Law, be presented to the President of the United States; If 
he approve he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it, with his Objections to that 
House in which it shall have originated, who shall enter the Objections at large on 
their Journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after such Reconsideration two thirds 
of that House shall agree to pass the Bill, it shall be sent, together with the 
Objections, to the other House, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and if 
approved by two thirds of that House, it shall become a Law. But in all such Cases 
the Votes of both Houses shall be determined by yeas and Nays, and the Names of 
the Persons voting for and against the Bill shall be entered on the Journal of each 
House respectively. If any Bill shall not be returned by the President within ten 
Days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the Same shall 
be a Law, in like Manner as if he had signed it, unless the Congress by their 
Adjournment prevent its Return, in which Case it shall not be a Law.  
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Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of the Senate and 
House of Representatives may be necessary (except on a question of Adjournment) 
shall be presented to the President of the United States; and before the Same shall 
take Effect, shall be approved by him, or being disapproved by him, shall be 
repassed by two thirds of the Senate and House of Representatives, according to 
the Rules and Limitations prescribed in the Case of a Bill.  

Section 8. The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts 
and Excises, to pay the Debts and provide for the common Defence and general 
Welfare of the United States; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises shall be uniform 
throughout the United States;  

To borrow Money on the credit of the United States;  

To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the several States, 
and with the Indian Tribes;  

To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform Laws on the 
subject of Bankruptcies throughout the United States;  

To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, and fix the 
Standard of Weights and Measures;  

To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities and current 
Coin of the United States;  

To establish Post Offices and post Roads;  

To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing for limited 
Times to Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their respective 
Writings and Discoveries;  

To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court;  

To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the high Seas, and 
Offences against the Law of Nations;  

To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and make Rules 
concerning Captures on Land and Water;  

To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to that Use 
shall be for a longer Term than two Years;  

To provide and maintain a Navy;  

To make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land and naval 
Forces;  
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To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of the Union, 
suppress Insurrections and repel Invasions;  

To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia, and for 
governing such Part of them as may be employed in the Service of the United 
States, reserving to the States respectively, the Appointment of the Officers, 
and the Authority of training the Militia according to the discipline 
prescribed by Congress;  

To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such District 
(not exceeding ten Miles square) as may, byCession of particular States, and 
the Acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of the Government of the 
United States, and to exercise like Authority over all Places purchased by 
the Consent of the Legislature of the State in which the Same shall be, for 
the Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, dock-Yards, and other needful 
Buildings;—And  

To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into 
Execution the foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vested by this 
Constitution in the Government of the United States, or in any Department 
or Officer thereof.  

Section 9. The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the States now 
existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior 
to the Year one thousand eight hundred and eight, but a Tax or duty may be 
imposed on such Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each Person.  

The Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended, unless when in 
Cases of Rebellion or Invasion the public Safety may require it.  

No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed.  

No Capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, unless in Proportion to the Census 
or Enumeration herein before directed to be taken.  

No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any State.  

No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of Commerce or Revenue to the 
Ports of one State over those of another: nor shall Vessels bound to, or from, one 
State, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay Duties in another.  

No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in Consequence of Appropriations 
made by Law; and a regular Statement and Account of the Receipts and Expend-
itures of all public Money shall be published from time to time.  

No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States: And no Person holding 
any Office of Profit or Trust under them, shall, without the Consent of the 
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Congress, accept of any present, Emolument, Office, or Title, of any kind whatever, 
from any King, Prince, or foreign State.  

Section 10.No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or Confederation; grant 
Letters of Marque and Reprisal; coin Money; emit Bills of Credit; make any Thing 
but gold and silver Coin a Tender in Payment of Debts; pass any Bill of Attainder, 
ex post facto Law, or Law impairing the Obligation of Contracts, or grant any Title 
of Nobility.  

No State shall, without the Consent of the Congress, lay any Imposts or Duties on 
Imports or Exports, except what may be absolutely necessary for executing it's 
inspection Laws: and the net Produce of all Duties and Imposts, laid by any State 
on Imports or Exports, shall be for the Use of the Treasury of the United States; 
and all such Laws shall be subject to the Revision and Controul of the Congress.  

No State shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any Duty of Tonnage, keep 
Troops, or Ships of War in time of Peace, enter into any Agreement or Compact 
with another State, or with a foreign Power, or engage in War, unless actually 
invaded, or in such imminent Danger as will not admit of delay.  

Article II 
Section 1 The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United States of 
America. He shall hold his Office during the Term of four Years, and, together with 
the Vice President, chosen for the same Term, be elected, as follows  

Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a 
Number of Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators and Representatives to 
which the State may be entitled in the Congress: but no Senator or Representative, 
or Person holding an Office of Trust or Profit under the United States, shall be 
appointed an Elector.  

The Electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by Ballot for two 
Persons, of whom one at least shall not be an Inhabitant of the same State with 
themselves. And they shall make a List of all the Persons voted for, and of the 
Number of Votes for each; which List they shall sign and certify, and transmit 
sealed to the Seat of the Government of the United States, directed to the President 
of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in the Presence of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, open all the Certificates, and the Votes shall then be 
counted. The Person having the greatest Number of Votes shall be the President, if 
such Number be a Majority of the whole Number of Electors appointed; and if there 
be more than one who have such Majority, and have an equal Number of Votes, 
then the House of Representatives shall immediately chuse by Ballot one of them 
for President; and if no Person have a Majority, then from the five highest on the 
List the said House shall in like Manner chuse the President. But in chusing the 



CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 

   
  35 

President, the Votes shall be taken by States, the Representation from each State 
having one Vote; A quorum for this Purpose shall consist of a Member or Members 
from two thirds of the States, and a Majority of all the States shall be necessary to 
a Choice. In every Case, after the Choice of the President, the Person having the 
greatest Number of Votes of the Electors shall be the Vice President. But if there 
should remain two or more who have equal Votes, the Senate shall chuse from 
them by Ballot the Vice President. 

The Congress may determine the Time of chusing the Electors, and the Day on 
which they shall give their Votes; which Day shall be the same throughout the 
United States.  

No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States, at the 
time of the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of President; 
neither shall any Person be eligible to that Office who shall not have attained to the 
Age of thirty five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident within the United 
States.  

In Case of the Removal of the President from Office, or of his Death, Resignation, or 
Inability to discharge the Powers and Duties of the said Office, he Same shall 
devolve on the VicePresident, and the Congress may by Law provide for the Case of 
Removal, Death, Resignation or Inability, both of the President and Vice President, 
declaring what Officer shall then act as President, and such Officer shall act 
accordingly, until the Disability be removed, or a President shall be elected.  

The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a Compensation, 
which shall neither be encreased nor diminished during the Period for which he 
shall have been elected, and he shall not receive within that Period any other 
Emolument from the United States, or any of them.  

Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he shall take the following Oath or 
Affirmation:—"I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the Office 
of President of the United States, and will to the best of my Ability, preserve, 
protect and defend the Constitution of the United States."  

Section 2. The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy of the 
United States, and of the Militia of the several States, when called into the actual 
Service of the United States; he may require the Opinion, in writing, of the 
principal Officer in each of the executive Departments, upon any Subject relating 
to the Duties of their respective Offices, and he shall have Power to grant Reprieves 
and Pardons for Offences against the United States, except in Cases of 
Impeachment.  

He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, to make 
Treaties, provided two thirds of the Senators present concur; and he shall 
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nominate, and by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall appoint 
Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the supreme Court, 
and all other Officers of the United States, whose Appointments are not herein 
otherwise provided for, and which shall be established by Law: but the Congress 
may by Law vest the Appointment of such inferior Officers, as they think proper, in 
the President alone, in the Courts of Law, or in the Heads of Departments.  

The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may happen during the 
Recess of the Senate, by granting Commissions which shall expire at the End of 
their next Session.  

Section 3. He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of the State 
of the Union, and recommend to their Consideration such Measures as he shall 
judge necessary and expedient; he may, on extraordinary Occasions, convene both 
Houses, or either of them, and in Case of Disagreement between them, with 
Respect to the Time of Adjournment, he may adjourn them to such Time as he 
shall think proper; he shall receive Ambassadors and other public Ministers; he 
shall take Care that the Laws be faithfully executed, and shall Commission all the 
Officers of the United States.  

Section 4. The President, Vice President and all civil Officers of the United States, 
shall be removed from Office on Impeachment for, and Conviction of, Treason, 
Bribery, or other high Crimes and Misdemeanors.  

Article III 
Section 1. The judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested in one supreme 
Court, and in such inferior Courts as the Congress may from time to time ordain 
and establish. The Judges, both of the supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold 
their Offices during good Behaviour, and shall, at stated Times, receive for their 
Services, a Compensation, which shall not be diminished during their Continuance 
in Office.  

Section 2. The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and Equity, arising 
under this Constitution, the Laws of the United States, and Treaties made, or 
which shall be made, under their Authority;—to all Cases affecting Ambassadors, 
other public Ministers and Consuls;—to all Cases of admiralty and maritime 
Jurisdiction;—to Controversies to which the United States shall be a Party;—to 
Controversies between two or more States;—between a State and Citizens of 
another State;—between Citizens of different States, —between Citizens of the 
same State claiming Lands under Grants of different States, and between a State, 
or the Citizens thereof, and foreign States, Citizens or Subjects.  

In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, and those 
in which a State shall be Party, the supreme Court shall have original Jurisdiction. 
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In all the other Cases before mentioned, the supreme Court shall have appellate 
Jurisdiction, both as to Law and Fact, with such Exceptions, and under such 
Regulations as the Congress shall make.  

The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment, shall be by Jury; and 
such Trial shall be held in the State where the said Crimes shall have been 
committed; but when not committed within any State, the Trial shall be at such 
Place or Places as the Congress may by Law have directed.  

Section 3. Treason against the United States, shall consist only in levying War 
against them, or in adhering to their Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort. No 
Person shall be convicted of Treason unless on the Testimony of two Witnesses to 
the same overt Act, or on Confession in open Court.  

The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment of Treason, but no 
Attainder of Treason shall work Corruption of Blood, or Forfeiture except during 
the Life of the Person attainted.  

Article IV 
Section 1. Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each State to the public Acts, 
Records, and judicial Proceedings of every other State. And the Congress may by 
general Laws prescribe the Manner in which such Acts, Records and Proceedings 
shall be proved, and the Effect thereof.  

Section 2.  The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all Privileges and 
Immunities of Citizens in the several States.  

A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony, or other Crime, who shall flee 
from Justice, and be found in another State, shall on Demand of the executive 
Authority of the State from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the 
State having Jurisdiction of the Crime.  

No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, under the Laws thereof, escaping 
into another, shall, in Consequence of any Law or Regulation therein, be 
discharged from such Service or Labour, but shall be delivered up on Claim of the 
Party to whom such Service or Labour may be due.  

Section 3. New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; but no 
new State shall be formed or erected within the Jurisdiction of any other State; nor 
any State be formed by the Junction of two or more States, or Parts of States, 
without the Consent of the Legislatures of the States concerned as well as of the 
Congress.  

The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and make all needful Rules and 
Regulations respecting the Territory or other Property belonging to the United 
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States; and nothing in this Constitution shall be so construed as to Prejudice any 
Claims of the United States, or of any particular State.  

Section 4.  The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a 
Republican Form of Government, and shall protect each of them against Invasion; 
and on Application of the Legislature, or of the Executive (when the Legislature 
cannot be convened) against domestic Violence.  

Article V The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem it 
necessary, shall propose Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the Application 
of the Legislatures of two thirds of the several States, shall call a Convention for 
proposing Amendments, which, in either Case, shall be valid to all Intents and 
Purposes, as Part of this Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of three 
fourths of the several States, or by Conventions in three fourths thereof, as the one 
or the other Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the Congress; Provided that 
no Amendment which may be made prior to the Year One thousand eight hundred 
and eight shall in any Manner affect the first and fourth Clauses in the Ninth 
Section of the first Article; and that no State, without its Consent, shall be deprived 
of its equal Suffrage in the Senate.  

Article VI All Debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the Adoption 
of this Constitution, shall be as valid against the United States under this 
Constitution, as under the Confederation.  

This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be made in 
Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties made, or which shall be made, under the 
Authority of the United States, shall be the supreme Law of the Land; and the 
Judges in every State shall be bound thereby, any Thing in the Constitution or 
Laws of any State to the Contrary notwithstanding.  

The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the Members of the 
several State Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Officers, both of the 
United States and of the several States, shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to 
support this Constitution; but no religious Test shall ever be required as a 
Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the United States.  

Article VII The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States, shall be sufficient for 
the Establishment of this Constitution between the States so ratifying the Same.  

done in Convention by the Unanimous Consent of the States present the 
Seventeenth Day of September in the Year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and Eighty seven and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the Twelfth In witness whereof We have hereunto subscribed our Names,  
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GO WASHINGTON—Presidt. and deputy from Virginia  

Delaware: Geo. Read, Gunning Bedford jun, John Dickinson, Richard Bassett, 
Jaco: Broom  

Maryland: James MCHenry, Dan of ST ThoS. Jenifer , DanL Carroll. 

Virginia : John Blair, James Madison Jr. 

North Carolina: WM Blount, RichD. Dobbs Spaight.,Hu Williamson  

South Carolina: J. Rutledge, Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, Charles Pinckney, 
Pierce Butler. 

Georgia : William Few, Abr Baldwin 

New Hampshire : John Langdon, Nicholas Gilman 

Massachusetts: Nathaniel Gorham, Rufus King  

Connecticut: WM. SamL. Johnson, Roger Sherman 

New York : Alexander Hamilton  

New Jersey: Wil: Livingston, David Brearley. WM. Paterson, Jona: Dayton  

Pennsylvania : B Franklin, Thomas Mifflin, RobT Morris. Geo. Clymer. ThoS. 
FitzSimons, Jared Ingersoll, James Wilson, Gouv Morris 

Attest William Jackson Secretary 
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BILL OF RIGHTS 
Congress of the United States, began and held at the City of New York, on 
Wednesday the fourth of March, one thousand seven hundred and eighty nine 

The Conventions of a number of the States having, at the time of adopting the 
Constitution, expressed a desire, in order to prevent misconstruction or abuse of 
its powers, that further declaratory and restrictive clauses should be added, and as 
extending the ground of public confidence in the Government will best insure the 
beneficent ends of its institution;  

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America, in Congress assembled, two-thirds of both Houses concurring, that the 
following articles be proposed to the Legislatures of the several States, as 
amendments to the Constitution of the United States; all or any of which articles, 
when ratified by three-fourths of the said Legislatures, to be valid to all intents and 
purposes as part of the said Constitution, namely:  

Article I.  Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the 
press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.  

Article II. A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, 
the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.  

Article III. No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without 
the consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by 
law.  

Article IV.  The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, 
and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and 
no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or 
affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons 
or things to be seized.  

Article V.  No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous 
crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases 
arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time 
of War or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to be 
twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to 
be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without 
due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just 
compensation.  
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Article VI.  In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a 
speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the 
crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously 
ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; 
to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for 
obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his 
defence.  

Article VII. In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed 
twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a 
jury, shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the United States, than 
according to the rules of the common law.  

Article VIII. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor 
cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.  

Article IX. The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be 
construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people.  

Article X. The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor 
prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the 
people.
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AMENDMENTS 11-27 TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Article XI. The Judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to 
extend to any suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted against one of the 
United States by Citizens of another State, or by Citizens or Subjects of any 
Foreign State.  

Article XII. The Electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by ballot for 
President and Vice-President, one of whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of 
the same state with themselves; they shall name in their ballots the person voted 
for as President, and in distinct ballots the person voted for as Vice-President, and 
they shall make distinct lists of all persons voted for as President, and of all 
persons voted for as Vice-President, and of the number of votes for each, which 
lists they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the government 
of the United States, directed to the President of the Senate;—The President of the 
Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open all 
the certificates and the votes shall then be counted;—The person having the 
greatest number of votes for President, shall be the President, if such number be a 
majority of the whole number of Electors appointed; and if no person have such 
majority, then from the persons having the highest numbers not exceeding three 
on the list of those voted for as President, the House of Representatives shall 
choose immediately, by ballot, the President. But in choosing the President, the 
votes shall be taken by states, the representation from each state having one vote; 
a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a member or members from two-thirds 
of the states, and a majority of all the states shall be necessary to a choice. And if 
the House of Representatives shall not choose a President whenever the right of 
choice shall devolve upon them, before the fourth day of March next following, then 
the Vice-President shall act as President, as in the case of the death or other 
constitutional disability of the President.—The person having the greatest number 
of votes as Vice-President, shall be the Vice-President, if such number be a 
majority of the whole number of Electors appointed, and if no person have a 
majority, then from the two highest numbers on the list, the Senate shall choose 
the Vice-President; a quorum for the purpose shall consist of two-thirds of the 
whole number of Senators, and a majority of the whole number shall be necessary 
to a choice. But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of President shall 
be eligible to that of Vice-President of the United States.  

Article XIII. Section 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a 
punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist 
within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.  
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Section 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 
legislation.  

Article XIV. Section 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and 
subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State 
wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge 
the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State 
deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny 
to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.  

Section 2. Representatives shall be apportioned among the several States according 
to their respective numbers, counting the whole number of persons in each State, 
excluding Indians not taxed. But when the right to vote at any election for the 
choice of electors for President and Vice President of the United States, 
Representatives in Congress, the Executive and Judicial officers of a State, or the 
members of the Legislature thereof, is denied to any of the male inhabitants of 
such State, being twenty-one years of age, and citizens of the United States, or in 
any way abridged, except for participation in rebellion, or other crime, the basis of 
representation therein shall be reduced in the proportion which the number of 
such male citizens shall bear to the whole number of male citizens twenty-one 
years of age in such State.  

Section 3. No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or elector of 
President and Vice President, or hold any office, civil or military, under the United 
States, or under any State, who, having previously taken an oath, as a member of 
Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a member of any State 
legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of any State, to support the 
Constitution of the United States, shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion 
against the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. But Congress may 
by a vote of two-thirds of each House, remove such disability.  

Section 4. The validity of the public debt of the United States, authorized by law, 
including debts incurred for payment of pensions and bounties for services in 
suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither the 
United States nor any State shall assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred in 
aid of insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or any claim for the loss 
or emancipation of any slave; but all such debts, obligations and claims shall be 
held illegal and void.  

Section 5. The Congress shall have power to enforce, by appropriate legislation, the 
provisions of this article.  

Article XV. Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be 
denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, color, 
or previous condition of servitude.  
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Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 
legislation.  

Article XVI. The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes, 
from whatever source derived, without apportionment among the several States, 
and without regard to any census or enumeration.  

Article XVII. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators 
from each State, elected by the people thereof, for six years; and each Senator shall 
have one vote. The electors in each State shall have the qualifications requisite for 
electors of the most numerous branch of the State legislatures.  

When vacancies happen in the representation of any State in the Senate, the 
executive authority of such State shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies: 
Provided, That the legislature of any State may empower the executive thereof to 
make temporary appointments until the people fill the vacancies by election as the 
legislature may direct.  

This amendment shall not be so construed as to affect the election or term of any 
Senator chosen before it becomes valid as part of the Constitution.  

Article XVIII. Section 1. After one year from the ratification of this article the 
manufacture, sale, or transportation of intoxicating liquors within, the importation 
thereof into, or the exportation thereof from the United States and all territory 
subject to the jurisdiction thereof for beverage purposes is hereby prohibited.  

Section. 2. The Congress and the several States shall have concurrent power to 
enforce this article by appropriate legislation.  

Section. 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an 
amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of the several States, as 
provided in the Constitution, within seven years from the date of the submission 
hereof to the States by the Congress.  

Article XIX. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or 
abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex.  

Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.  

Article XX. Section 1. The terms of the President and Vice President shall end at 
noon on the 20th day of January, and the terms of Senators and Representatives 
at noon on the 3d day of January, of the years in which such terms would have 
ended if this article had not been ratified; and the terms of their successors shall 
then begin.  
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Section. 2. The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and such 
meeting shall begin at noon on the 3d day of January, unless they shall by law 
appoint a different day.  

Section. 3. If, at the time fixed for the beginning of the term of the President, the 
President elect shall have died, the Vice President elect shall become President. If a 
President shall not have been chosen before the time fixed for the beginning of his 
term, or if the President elect shall have failed to qualify, then the Vice President 
elect shall act as President until a President shall have qualified; and the Congress 
may by law provide for the case wherein neither a President elect nor a Vice 
President elect shall have qualified, declaring who shall then act as President, or 
the manner in which one who is to act shall be selected, and such person shall act 
accordingly until a President or Vice President shall have qualified.  

Section. 4. The Congress may by law provide for the case of the death of any of the 
persons from whom the House of Representatives may choose a President 
whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon them, and for the case of the 
death of any of the persons from whom the Senate may choose a Vice President 
whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon them.  

Section. 5. Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the 15th day of October following 
the ratification of this article.  

Section. 6. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an 
amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several 
States within seven years from the date of its submission.  

Article XXI. Section 1. The eighteenth article of amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States is hereby repealed.  

Section 2. The transportation or importation into any State, Territory, or 
possession of the United States for delivery or use therein of intoxicating liquors, in 
violation of the laws thereof, is hereby prohibited.  

Section 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an 
amendment to the Constitution by conventions in the several States, as provided in 
the Constitution, within seven years from the date of the submission hereof to the 
States by the Congress.  

Article XXII. Section 1. No person shall be elected to the office of the President 
more than twice, and no person who has held the office of President, or acted as 
President, for more than two years of a term to which some other person was 
elected President shall be elected to the office of the President more than once. But 
this Article shall not apply to any person holding the office of President when this 
Article was proposed by the Congress, and shall not prevent any person who may 
be holding the office of President, or acting as President, during the term within 
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which this Article becomes operative from holding the office of President or acting 
as President during the remainder of such term.  

Section. 2. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an 
amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several 
States within seven years from the date of its submission to the States by the 
Congress.  

Article XXIII. Section 1. The District constituting the seat of Government of the 
United States shall appoint in such manner as the Congress may direct:  

A number of electors of President and Vice President equal to the whole number of 
Senators and Representatives in Congress to which the District would be entitled if 
it were a State, but in no event more than the least populous State; they shall be in 
addition to those appointed by the States, but they shall be considered, for the 
purposes of the election of President and Vice President, to be electors appointed 
by a State; and they shall meet in the District and perform such duties as provided 
by the twelfth article of amendment.  

Section. 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 
legislation.  

Article XXIV. Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote in any 
primary or other election for President or Vice President, for electors for President 
or Vice President, or for Senator or Representative in Congress, shall not be denied 
or abridged by the United States or any State by reason of failure to pay any poll 
tax or other tax.  

Section. 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 
legislation.  

Article XXV. Section 1. In case of the removal of the President from office or of his 
death or resignation, the Vice President shall become President.  

Section. 2. Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the Vice President, the 
President shall nominate a Vice President who shall take office upon confirmation 
by a majority vote of both Houses of Congress.  

Section. 3. Whenever the President transmits to the President pro tempore of the 
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives his written declaration 
that he is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, and until he 
transmits to them a written declaration to the contrary, such powers and duties 
shall be discharged by the Vice President as Acting President.  

Section. 4. Whenever the Vice President and a majority of either the principal 
officers of the executive departments or of such other body as Congress may by law 
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provide, transmit to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives their written declaration that the President is unable to 
discharge the powers and duties of his office, the Vice President shall immediately 
assume the powers and duties of the office as Acting President.  

Thereafter, when the President transmits to the President pro tempore of the 
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives his written declaration 
that no inability exists, he shall resume the powers and duties of his office unless 
the Vice President and a majority of either the principal officers of the executive 
department or of such other body as Congress may by law provide, transmit within 
four days to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives their written declaration that the President is unable to 
discharge the powers and duties of his office. Thereupon Congress shall decide the 
issue, assembling within forty-eight hours for that purpose if not in session. If the 
Congress, within twenty-one days after receipt of the latter written declaration, or, 
if Congress is not in session, within twenty-one days after Congress is required to 
assemble, determines by two-thirds vote of both Houses that the President is 
unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the Vice President shall 
continue to discharge the same as Acting President; otherwise, the President shall 
resume the powers and duties of his office.  

Article XXVI. Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States, who are 
eighteen years of age or older, to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United 
States or by any State on account of age.  

Section. 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 
legislation.  

Article XXVII.No law, varying the compensation for the services of the Senators 
and Representatives, shall take effect, until an election of Representatives shall 
have intervened.  
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